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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3901 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TALS: PINS, PINT, LE, SY 

SUB: SITUATION IN LEBANON 

1 . FONMIN KHADDAM MET WITH FRG AND FRENCH AMBASSADORS AND 
UK CHARGE AFTERNOON JULY 7 TO EXPRESS SYRIAN RESENTMENT AT 
STATMENT OF THE NINE AND EXPLAIN SYRIA'S POSITION. EC STATEMENT, 
KHADDAM COMPLAINED, MADE IT SEEM THAT SYRIA WAS JUST ANOTHER 
PARTY. IT DID NOT RECOGNIZE THAT SYRIAN FORCES WERE ACTING 
ON BEHALF OF THE LEGITIMATE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES NOR DID 
IT SHOW ANY APPRECIATION OF SYRIA'S SACRIFICES TO SAVE LEBANON. 

KHADDAM ASSURED AMBASSADOR THAT SYRIA WAS NOT OVERREACTING 
TO SITUATION. HE SAID SYRIAN FORCES IN ADF HAD BEEN INSTRUCCTED 
TOSHOW MAXIMUM RESTRAINT AND REELED OFF LIST OF PROVOCATIONS 
TO WHICH ADF HAD NOT RESPONDED. HE AFFIRMED THAT ADF 
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WOULD NOT BACK DOWN IN FACE OF THESE OUTLAW PROVOCATIONS WHICH 
WOULD HAVE STOPPED BY NOW EXCEPT FOR ISRAEL'S ENCOURAGEMENT. 
SYRIA WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT PRES. SARKIS AND LEBANESE 
LEGITIMACY. KHADDAM SAID, AND HE ASKED FOR GREATER EUROPEAN 
UNDERSTANDING OF SYRIA'S ROLE. 

3. LOCAL BBC CORRESPONDENT HAS SEEN MIN INFO ISKANDAR AHMAD 
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TWICE IN PAST TWO DAYS. MINISTER TOLD HIM SYRIA HAD STOPPED 
FIRING BECAUSE OF PRES. SARKIS' THREAT TO RESIGN. IF SARKIS 
DID RESIGN, HOWEVER, SYRIA WOULD BLAME THE MILITIAS AND WOULD 
EXPECT THE ADF TO TAKE STRONG ACTION AGAINST THEM IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ORDERS FROM THE LEBANESE PRIME MINISTER. IF ISRAEL 
INTERVENED, THERE WOULD BE WAR. HOWEVER, ISKANDAR AHMAD 
POSTURED, SYRIAN TROOPS WERE ON ALERT AND SYRIA DID NOT 
RPT NOT EXPECT AN ISRAELI INTERVENTION. ISRAEL MERELY WANTED 
TO KEEP THE POT BOILING. 

4. PRES. ASSAD RECEIVED KUWAITS FONMIN SABALI AL-AHMAD 
EVENING JULY 8 IN COMPANY OF KHADDAM. ACCORDING TO 
PRESS, THEY AGREED ON NEED TO REINFORCE LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY 
OF STATE AND CONTROL THE MILITIAS. PRES ASSAD ALSO RECEIVED 
GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCH ELIAS IV WHO ACCORDING TO PRESS, 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR ASS ADS EFFORTS IN LEBANON "FOR 
THE SAKE OF ALL ITS SONS." 

PELLETREAU 
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